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* Secretary of State George P! Shultz and
CI4 Director William J. Casey offered
Congress a new " justification dor ~covert - -
U.S. activity in Nxcaragua vesterday, stat= -
ing that its purpose is to pressure the left- -
ist Sandinista government into stoppmg
its efforts 40-export revolution., =7 ! 7 .~

Sources familiar with'.the closed- door

presentation towmembers of the Senate.®

Intelligence Committee said the new “find- = |
ing” is a significant shift in emphasis from = |
previous- administration explanations that
covert 'U.S. aid to anti-Sandinista rebels
was aimed at stopping the flow .of arms
from the Sandinistas to leftist guemllas in
E! Salvador. : -

Insiead,; the-sources said, the actlon wm
now- be justified as necessarv as long as
Nicaragua continues to help guemllas else-
where in'Ceniral America. - o
" The new justification, first: reported bv
The Washington Post in July, is consistent
with recent Reagan administration de-
mands that the Sandinistas changes their
overall behavior in Central America. The
administration has vehemently -denied
that it-supports the .avowed goal of the
anu-Sandinista rebels- to - overthrow - the '
Nicaraguan government.

In a statement after yesterday’s three-
hour meeting, Intelligence Committee -

Chairman Barry Goldwater. (R- Arlz.)
saidh he expects the committee to
decffle whether t0 approve the new
mg by the end of the week. .Ap-
prowal would put before the Senate .
the mguestion. of continuing the esti-
mated $80 million program of aid to -
antPSandinista rebel forces. e
"Phe committee voted last May 1o
continue funds for .covert action in
. .\Ticgragjua after Oct. 1 only if Pres-
_ident Reagan provided “a redefined
position on Central America,” -Gold-
wathr said at the time. “We want
hxr'tm tell us in plaxn language just
what it is he wants'to do relatlve to
Nicazagua and the other countries.”
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’ﬁae sources said yesterday’s meet-
ing Ewas “not heated” despite the
prefence of several promment ad-

STAT

mu@saa*wn cnucs and some “very
tougn questioning.” They said com-

mitsee members “seemed inclined to -
“support the proposal.”

Gn the House side, former ClA
dirdetor William E. Colby urged the

lntfﬂlgence Committee to reject pro--

posd new ‘curbs.on the agency's co-
vers:actions :abroad. If Congress has
proﬁ}ems keeping track of what the

agefry-is-doing, he said, “vou have 1o -

takéa two-by-four to the head of the |

mu§ sbut 1 don’t thmk thxs is

the!fwo by-four

lby was the opening thness at

three davs of commitiee hearings on !

ecﬁatmn -sponsored bv Rep. Wyche
Fodfer Jr. (D-Ga) ‘that would re-
quife the -administration -to give
prigz_ notification to the House and
Seneté Intelligence committees of
any’;;cnvert. action and -would give
thei .a veto power over it. Existing

1av\§reqmres only that Congress be :
'fu:{w and cunentb mformed of i

ificant” -activity, and offers no
4remé@y other than a fund cutoff
the fact..

(:t)vert action also would have o~

be breceded by a written presiden-
tlaI;{mdma to the commitiees that
the‘acmm is essential to U.S. secu-
my:. consistent with public U.S. for-
emg policy, and needed desplte its
nsE because extraordinary circum-
st,a.bcec mean that overt or less-sen-
sxti&e tactics cannot accomplish the

odl. Wartime operations would be

ex npt from the restrictions. A
ese provisions, Colby said, “will
ensure that no clandestme activity

§w111 ever-take place.” Colby, who -

- wa{ ‘CIA‘director from 1973 to 1976,

saiff he*had no’ quarrel ‘with the im-;

posmon -of -standlards’ upon “the be-"!
cammg of-a covert action and said °

- Fowler’s proposals were “very good

stafdards.

My only qu%’mon is whether you
wagit to absolutely set them mto
legal concrete,” he saxd o



